At this point in the play Macbeth is on stage alone and considering whether or not to kill Duncan.

MACBETH If it were done when ’tis done, then ‘twere well
It were done quickly. If the assassination
Could trammel up the consequence, ond cotch
With his surcease success; that but this blow
Might be the be-all and the end-all here,
But here, upon this bank and shoal of time,
We'd jump the life to come. But in these cases
We still have judgment here, that we but teoch
Bloody instructions, which, being taught, return
To plogue th' inventor: this even-handed justice
Commends the ingredients of our poisoned chalice
To our own lips. He’s here in double trust:
First, as | am his kinsman ond his subject,
Strong both against the deed; then, as his host,
Who should against his murderer shut the door,
Not bear the knife myself. Besides, this Duncan
Hath borne his faculties so meek, hath been
So clear in his great office, that his virtues
Will plead like angels, trumpet-tongued, against
The deep domnation of his taking-off;

Read the following extract from Act 1, Scene 7 and then answer the question that follows. C

Starting with this extract, explain how far you think Shakespeare presents Macbeth as a man who struggles with a
guilty conscience. Write about:

*how Shakespeare presents Macbeth in this extract

*how Shakespeare presents Macbeth in the play as a whole.




