The characters of Macbeth and Lady Macbeth

Who says...
1. ‘Fair is foul, and foul is fair’
2. ‘Never shake thy gory locks at meY’
3. ‘Dead butcher and his fiend-like queen’
4. ‘Untimely ripped’




The characters of Macbeth and Lady Macbeth

Who says...
1. ‘Fair is foul, and foul is fair’ — The Witches at the beginning of the play
2. ‘Never shake thy gory locks at me!”’—Macbeth to the ghost of Banquo
at the banquet
3. ‘Dead butcher and his fiend-like queen’— Malcolm at the end of the
play
4. ‘Untimely ripped’ - Macduff to Macbeth just before the death of the

tyrant Macbeth




The character of




You do

Go to your English Teams page and find the Resources for WSR
Fridays folder.

Complete the planin either your book, PD book or ipad
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The character of
Lady Macbeth

Beginning

Strong-willed, ambitious, and ruthless woman, eager to seize
power and become queen.

Manipulates her husband, Macbeth, to commit the murder
of King Duncan: ‘look like the innocent flower but be the
serpent under’t’

Questions her husband’s masculinity when she calls him a
‘coward’ and says, ‘when you durst do it, you were a man’
Confident and in control

Middle

Lady Macbeth undergoes a transformation in the middle of
the play, and so when we see her again in Act 5, she is no
longer the dominant , powerful woman we have seen who
seeks the supernatural to ‘unsex her’ but rather a vulnerable,
guilt-ridden shell of a woman, consumed by guilt

Versatile vocabulary

Corrupt
Manipulative
Duplicitous
Cruel
Transgressive

End

Vulnerable and paranoid because of the guilt she feels
Succumbs to the guilt

Hallucinates blood on her hands: ‘out damned spot’
Takes her own life: ‘to bed, to bed, to bed’

Loses control

Poss



Read the following extract from Act 5 Scene 1 and answer the question that follows.

At this point in the play, a doctor has ben called to see Lady Macbeth

LADY MACBETH
Out, damned spot! out, | say!-One: two: why,

Knows that hell is where she will go in the
afterlife

then, ‘tis time to do't --Hell is murky!-Fie, my

lord, fie! a soldwer, and afeard? What need we

fear who knows #t. when none can call our power o
account?-Yet who would have thought the old man
to have had so much blood in him.

Doctor
Do you mark that?

LADY MACBETH
The thane of Fife had a wife. where is she now?--

Context — the Jacobeans believed hell to be a
real place which they were afraid of

- Hallucination and references to guilt

What, will these hands ne'er be clean?—Ne-moreo-
that, my lord, no more o' that: you mar all with
this starting.

Doctor

Thx cisease is beyond my practise: yet | have known
those which have waked in their sleep who have died
holily in their beds.

LADY MACBETH
To bed, to bed! there's knocking at the gate:
come, come, come, come, give me your hand. What's

done cannot be undone.—~To bed, to bed, 10 bad!

Final lines on the play
Signifies her need for
| eternal peace

Lack of escape from her

Starting with this speech, explain how Shakespeare presents Lady Macbeth. Write about:

How Shakespeare presents Lady Macbeth in this speech
How Shakespeare presents Lady Macbeth in the play as a whole

guilt, even in sleep
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