Key Scenes and Quotes Find Me

The Restaurantin France

Summary:

The Taylor family goes out for a special meal during a holiday in France. Verity’s erratic
and disruptive behaviour escalates, embarrassing her parents and brother. She mocks
the French family, shouts obscenities, and creates chaos, culminating in her mother
leaving the restaurant in distress. This scene highlights Verity’s inability to conform to
social norms and the strain on family relationships.

Key Quotes:

1. Verity (mocking the menu):
“Oh look. Poison! They give you poison here. Do you serve poison?”

2. Verity (shouting across the restaurant):
“Ici la fucking soup!”

3. Verity (as she’s dragged out):

“He’s not my real father. I'm a bastard. They’re going to take me back and drown
me!”

The Swimming Gala

Summary:

Verity is thrilled about competing in the school swimming gala, imagining herself as a
champion. When she forgets her swimming cap and is barred from participating, her
excitement turns to despair. She becomes catatonic, then violently lashes out, leading
to a destructive episode at home. This scene shows her fragile sense of identity and the
catastrophic impact of minor setbacks.

Key Quotes:

1. Verity (dreaming big):

“When | grow up I’'m going to be an Olympics Champion. Verity Taylor, gold
medallist.”

2. Teacher (briskly):
“No-one without a cap is allowed to swim. It’s the rules.”

3. Verity (in anguish):
“Don’t touch me! Leave me alone. Don’t touch me! No! No! Neetz! Neetz!
Neetz!”



Admission to the Mental Hospital after the Swimming Gala

Summary:

After a violent episode at home, Verity’s parents bring her to the hospital for admission.
Future Verity sits on a platform and interjects with her feelings about Broadmoor. The
process is cold and bureaucratic, contrasting sharply with the parents’ distress and
Verity’s eerie detachment. She is passed from clerk to registrar to multiple doctors,
each asking the same questions about her age, behaviour, and medical history, while
Verity remains blank and unresponsive. This repetition emphasizes the impersonal
nature of the system and the parents’ growing desperation.

Key Quotes:

1. Verity 1 (inwardly):
“Dear Mum and Dad, | hope you’re all right. If you get a map you can look up
Broadmoor and then you will know where this place is.”

2. Registrar (matter-of-fact):
“Severe anti-social behaviour culminating in actions that appear to me to justify
hospitalization.”

3. Jean (anguished):

“We couldn’t stop her. She ran so fast. She was screaming and shouting and
waving her arms about. We were terrified.”

Ted and Dora and Verity’s escape attempt

Summary:
Verity has escaped the geriatric ward and plays on a garden wall outside Ted and Dora’s
home, then enters and shocks them with bizarre statements, including a fabricated rape

story. This scene illustrates her disconnection from reality and society’s inability to cope
with mental illness.

Key Quotes:

1. Verity (cheerfully):
“Oh no. Miles away. Miles. I'm lost.”

2. Verity (casually):
“I've just been raped. On the M-one. He did it to me in the back of his lorry.”

3. Dora (in panic):
“She's mad! Keep her talking. I'm going to phone the police.”



Setting Fire to the chair and Verity sent to Broadmoor (final scene)

Summary:

After being sent to a locked ward, Verity sets fire to a chair in an act of rebellion against
Sister Moses. This leads to her prosecution and eventual transfer to Broadmoor under a
restriction order. The scene is the climax of her tragic journey.

Key Quotes:

1. Verity (defiant):

“I'll get her chair. When she sits down it'll burn her backside. It'll burn her ass
off!”

2. Consultant:
“The police arrived with them. They made enquiries to know whether in my
opinion Verity was of a fit frame of mind to know what she was doing and | have
no doubt that this was so.”

3. Narrator:
“In November nineteen seventy-five at the age of twenty, Verity Taylor was
charged by the police with the damage of a chair by fire, value six pounds.”



