Everybody’s Talking About Jamie- Knowledge Organiser

e The full title of the play. Everybody’s Talking About Jamie

» Where and when did you see the play? Watched a recording on 5" March 2025 staged
at The Apollo Theatre in 2018.

* Who wrote the play? Who directed the play? Book and Lyrics by Tom Macrae, directed
by Johnathan Butterell.

Book Musical (the songs help tell the story)

Naturalistic acting but utilising musical theatre technique to add comedy

Live Music and singing utilised throughout

Mostly realistic sets, utilising a neutral backdrop in which different composite sets can

be added

Look closely at the question. Is it asking for TWO key scenes? The whole play? All the

actors in a scene? One/two actor[s] in a scene?

Voice, movement and interaction

Act 1 Scene Miss Hedge tries to calm her class down. She starts with a low volume and a tone that suggests she is

1 trying to stay calm. She then shouts at year 11 with a higher pitch ad louder volume, this is where her

Ensemble tone becomes angry to show she has run out of patience.

Miss Hedge The students then get given the results of their career aptitude tests. Dean sits on his stool with a

LIl slouched and casual posture, half led over the desk, which suggests he is relaxed and isn’t stressed
about the careers test like the others. He says “He can’t work in an abattoir because he is a
vagitarain”. He delivers the line with an even pitch that doesn’t vary, suggesting he is restraining
himself from laughing at his joke. The tone is cheeky, suggesting he knows he shouldn’t be saying this
joke to a teacher. He also leans towards her sarcastically.
Miss Hedge asks every student what they want to be and they all say “dunno Miss.” Their bodies are
facing Miss Hedge, but most of them are using a slouched posture, suggesting they are finding the
lesson boring and haven’t given the question much thought. Their pitch is monotone, this suggests
they know they have to answer, but really do not care and are becoming increasingly apathetic.
Miss Hedge tells Jamie his test says he will be a forklift truck driver, and Jamie then delivers a thought
track to the audience. He stands up slowly with a floaty, dream like quality to his movements
suggesting that being a drag queen is his true dream. He nervously clasps his hands together which
shows he hasn’t said this out loud before and the thought of his ambition still scares him. He then
clasps his face which shows how his dream is overwhelming.

Birthday

Scene Margaret and Ray prepare for Jamie’s birthday in the garden. They discuss Ray’s new date. Margret

Margaret says “l don’t! | don’t know a Dave!” She places emphasis on “don’t” to show she really has no idea

Taa;ie what Ray is talking about. She walks quickly from decoration to decoration showing she is keen to be

ready for Jamie’s arrival home.

When Ray asks her if Jamie’s Dad is coming to Jamie’s birthday she says “I don’t know | haven’t
spoken to him” she uses an irritated tone revealing Jamie’s Dad is a sore spot for her. She fiddles
frantically with the party poppers and then looks up in exasperation as if she is fed up with having the
same conversation with Ray over and over.

Jamie arrives looking at his phone, but when Margaret and Ray shout “surprise” he falls dramatically
against the door as if he knew they were going to be there but had to do a dramatic reaction to
mirror his exuberant personality and to please his mum as he knows she does not have much money.




When is says “it’s all glittery plastic, | love it” he runs in a circle gesturing wildly, showing his
appreciation for the effort his mum has gone to for him. He gives her a massive hug illustrating how
grateful he is, but also showing the close relationship the two have.

His mum gives him card from his dad, he rips it on excitedly, and reads the front “have a full throttle
birthday” in a monotone voice, suggesting he is not pleased with the choice of card. He says “he
knows me so well” in a mock emotional tone, clasping his hand to his mouth, further showing his
mockery of the fact his dad doesn’t take an interest in getting to know his sons’ interests.

When Jamie tells Margaret about his day at school, she stands at close proxemics to Jamie
throughout, maintaining eye contact with him. This shows her sons education is extremely important
to her, and she is interested to hear how he got on at school.

When Ray throws his career test away, Jamie says, “l love you Ray, you’re so camp” and walks
towards her and strokes her arms to show the close relationship they have, and Ray strokes his cheek.
When Margaret gives Jamie the shoes, he stares at the box with a hopeful expression, then suddenly
rips off the lid and screams. He asks his mum where she got the money for the shoes, he uses a fast
tempo, a high pitch and an excited tone illustrating how happy he is to get the shoes.

Jamie reveals his dad once caught him wearing a dress as a young boy. His face then drops, and he
gets up saying “no | can’t do it mum” in a lower pitch and scared tone. This shows his dad’s attitude
towards Jamie’s ambition makes him feel like people will laugh at him and what hid Dad has said to
him has built a wall in his head.

Shoe Reveal

Scene

Ensemble
Pritti
Jamie

The scene begins with the ensemble discussing their ideas for prom, one student says, “it’s all | can
think about at the minute” and emphasises the word “think” to show how excited she is about the
prom. She quickly places her bag on the floor out the way and flaps her hands excitedly around her
face. Her and her friend rapidly throws magazines on the floor as they list the different styles of
dresses, their voices become gradually higher pitched as they say each one and their excitement
grows.

Pritti is at close proxemics to the girls, but she has her back to them and is not making eye contact to
show she is focussed on her revision and isn’t interested in the prom. She says, “this is a group
revision session gesturing at the empty table she is say at.” This creates ironic humour as the girls
respond, “so where’s your group?” in a confused tone.

When Jamie enters, the girls tell him the prom group is next door and he responds “no, I’'m here to
revise” in a bored tone, and then quickly gesture to the girls and asks “what dresses are you wearing”
in an excited tone, suggesting he is much more interested in prom, but is there to revise to be loyal to
Pritti.

Dean enters looking at his phone and then clocks Jamie and Pritti. He says, “hello Jamie,” in a low
pitch with a bored tone. As he is saying this Jamie’s face drops and looks nervous, and quickly hides
the shoes under the table. Pritti and Jamie both turn their backs to Dean and refuse to make eye
contact, focussing on their revision, showing they do not want to engage with him as they know he
will bully them.

Dean walks over to Jamie and leans over the top of his desk as he says, “what’s gay and says ow?” he
then slaps Jamie on the head who says “ow” and then looks at Dean with an exasperated expression,
suggesting this is an ongoing issue and he is bored of dealing with Dean.

Jamie says, “l can’t be bothered” and gestures at Deans face to suggest he doesn’t even want to look
at him and has become bored of his bullying.

When Dean calls him a “gay boy” Jamie responds sarcastically, prancing towards Dean in an
exaggerated feminine way, mocking Dean’s perception of being Gay and showing him he is not
ashamed of who he is.

Pritti jumps up excitedly and makes direct eye contact with Jamie, expressing how proud she is of wat
he has done.

Toilet Scene

Miss Hedge
Pritti
Jamie

The ensemble students ask Pritti if she is going to prom. They tell her the dress code is “prom
fabulous” and gesture with the fingers splayed to emphasise their excitement about it. The
girls are clumped in a close group and Priti is a little further away, suggesting she isn’t close
friends with them, but they are on speaking terms.

Jamie then calls Pritti into the toilet where he has attempted to draw on eyebrows but they
have gone wrong.




Pritti asked if he did them himself and he replies “no Pritti I’'m the victim of a drive by
clowning” in a monotone voice with a sarcastic tone to emphasise Pritti should have known
that.

When Miss Hedge shouts through the door, Pritti and Jamie grab each other, horrified, and
Pritti’s mouth is wide open suggesting she is terrified of getting in trouble.

Jamie is half out of the window when Miss Hedge walks in and when she asks who it is, he
responds “me miss.” In a high pitched, low volume voice, with a sheepish tone, showing he is
embarrassed to be found like this.

When he gets down and Miss Hedge asks him to turn around, he has a hunched over posture,
and a wide-eyed facial expression, his mouth is closed in a tight line showing he really wants
to disappear and doesn’t want Miss Hedge to see his eyebrows.

Miss Hedge insists he shows off is eyebrows to the school, she says “go as you are” and
crosses her arms in front of her to show she will not be budging on her decision. She turns
her body away from Jamie to show the conversation is finished and she has a serious glare
and a downturned mouth suggesting she knows she is being harsh, but doesn’t care.

YouTube- the whole musical
Jamie Make Up Tutorial - YouTube

Links

Meet the cast backstage
Everybody's Talking About Jamie vlog: Meet the cast in their dressing rooms | Episode 1 - YouTube

Rehearsals:
Everybody's Talking About Jamie vlog: Rehearsals, Backstage Antics & Dressing Room Tour | Ep: 2 - YouTube

In rehearsals with Everybody's Talking About Jamie - YouTube

Everybody's Talking About Jamie Vlog: Behind the scenes during a show | Ep: 3 - YouTube



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tRT91PT_9EU&t=7272s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gGanFVe8CPY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I7DWpj55T3o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yhGAVyxuY9c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aqAoVaGlniM

