
Year 8 Options Evening: 1 March 2018 

Supporting informed student decision making 

Here at Oasis Academy John Williams we are passionate about ensuring that our curriculum affords all of 

our young people the educational currency required for their long-term success in further education and 

employment. With this in mind, the purpose of this evening’s event is to: 

1. Curriculum overview: provide some context as to the OAJW approach 

2. The options process: consider some ‘do’s and don’ts’ in helping guide your son/daughter 

3. Give you the opportunity to have a 1:1 with a middle or senior school leader in order to help support 

your options conversations at home 

This sheet is intended to provide a useful means of recording pertinent information, as well as 

supplementing detail provided in our letter dated 22 February. We hope you find the session valuable and 

please remember, fully completed and signed options forms must be submitted by your 

son/daughter during their 1:1 on the 8-9 March. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Curriculum Overview: placing long term student success at the heart of our planning… 

2. Options Process: do’s and don’ts in supporting your student… 

 Do ask your son/daughter to consider areas 

of interest and future career/ education 

plans, bearing in mind that good passes are 

key. 

 Do help your son/daughter to use their 

Written Report to identify strengths and 

subject suitability. 

 Do encourage your son/daughter to speak to 

their Learning Mentor and/or Subject 

Teachers for specific questions about content 

or suitability. 

 Do help your son/daughter to consider the 

combination of subjects they are choosing. 

Variety can be good in managing workload 

 Don’t encourage your son/daughter to 

choose based upon their desire to be with 

their friends. 

 Don’t encourage your son/daughter to 

choose based upon their desire to be with a 

certain teacher. 

 Don’t encourage your son/daughter to 

choose based upon their perception of 

subject difficulty [whether easy or difficult] 

 



 

4. 1:1:  supporting options conversations at home… 

 

What does your Report and Assessment Point data tell you? Where are your strengths? 

 

What do are your Conditions to Thrive scores telling you? 

 

What do you enjoy? Why? 

 

What do you think you are might want to do in the future? Do your choices match this ambition? 

 

Have you spoken to your subject teachers? 

 

Do you understand the GCSE assessment requirements for different subjects? Do these play to your strengths? 

 

Would you still choose that subject if you had a different teacher? 

 

Does it make a difference who is in your class?  

 

3. FAQs: points to note… 

 

 Why can’t my son/daughter do combination of subjects not offered on the options form?  

We understand that a small number of students may be disappointed by the range of subjects on offer. 

However, we are confident that our curriculum is academically robust and sustainable. Most importantly, it 

enables all young people to access education, employment and training of their choice at the end of Year 11. 

 Can my son/daughter try an option and change if they don’t like it?  

As you will understand, making changes to options after they have been timetabled and courses have begun 

presents significant challenges. Therefore, save for exceptional circumstance, once decisions have been made, 

students will study the courses through to the completion of Year 11. 

 Why don’t you deal with oversubscription of courses on a ‘first come, first served’ basis?  

Although this approach may seem logical and to favour those who take initiative, we have to be cognisant 

that we have a range of young people, with a range of needs. Dealing with these once 1:1 meetings have 

concluded provides a more equitable way of managing the process. For any subjects that are oversubscribed, 

we will use criteria including student academic progress, behaviour and attendance in making final 

allocations. 

 When will we know what our son/daughter has been given through the options process?  

We obviously want to confirm this information for you and your son/daughter as soon as possible. 

Realistically and to minimise the risk of mistakes, or miscommunication, our intention is that you have this in 

writing by the beginning of Term 5. 

 


