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29 March 2022 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 

End of Year 9 Option Choices 
 
Here at Oasis Academy John Williams we are passionate about ensuring that our curriculum 
affords all of our young people the educational currency required for their long-term success 
in further education and employment. In Years 7, 8 and 9 your child has accessed a wide 
range of subjects, and undoubtedly will have made decisions about which subjects they enjoy 
and where they experience success. They will also be beginning to think about what they may 
like to do in the future and what interests them.  
 
This booklet contains important information about the options subjects including the content 
studied and how students will be assessed during and at the end of the course.  
 
The Year 9 options process for your child is outlined below: 
 

1. All students will continue to study English, Maths and Science in Year 10 and 11 
 
2. Students will choose four option subjects, one from each of four option blocks which 

they will study throughout Year 10 and 11 
 

3. For option block A, students chose either Geography or History and will be guaranteed 
this subject 

 
4. For option block B, students chose one first choice subject plus a different subject from 

the same block as a reserve. They cannot select the same subject they have chosen 
in option block A for either their first choice or reserve  

 
5. If a student wants to study PE, they would choose either GCSE PE or Sports Science 

as these are two different pathways for the same subject 
 

6. For option blocks C and D, students chose one first choice subject and one reserve for 
each option block. Students cannot select the same subject as their first choice if they 
have already chosen this subject as first choice in option block A or B. 

 
7. If a student wants to study Art, they would choose either Art or 3D Art as these are 

two different pathways for the same subject 
 

8. If a student selects Triple Science in option block C this would be in addition to the 
Science all students would study and would use up one of their options 

 
9. I will write to you again on Friday 1 April 2022 sending you a link to an electronic copy 

of the options form detailing how to complete it. You do not need to make the option 
choices until then 
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10. Your child will also be sent an electronic copy of the options form via their Academy 
email, but it should only be completed once by either you as a parent / carer or your 
child 

 
11. Before the options form is completed, we strongly recommend you talk to your child 

about their option choices having both read the subject information pages 
 

12. The deadline for options submissions will be Tuesday 5 April 2022 at 9.00am 
 

13. Failure to complete this form by this date could result in your child not being allocated 
their first-choice subjects. 

 
When completing the options form please consider the following: 
 

• Students should not make choices based on their current teachers for that subject as 
there is no guarantee the same teacher will teach the same group next year 

 

• Students should not choose subjects simply because their friends are doing it 
 

• Subjects will only be offered if a sufficient number of students make it viable. If an 
option subject is unable to run students will receive their reserve option  

 

• In the event of a subject having more students opting for it than places available, some 
students will be allocated their reserve choice. This decision will be based upon 
evidence of the students’ effort in the subjects this year 

 

• Once options have been confirmed, there will not be any movement between option 
subjects.  

 
We hope that the information above provides clarity and reassurance about how these 
important decisions will be made at Oasis Academy John Williams. Option choices won’t be 
confirmed until May half term, so it is important students continue to work hard in all the 
subjects they currently study. 
 
Thank you in advance for your support and engagement with this process. There is a ‘worked 
example’ below showing how to complete the options form. Further ‘worked examples’ can be 
found in the appendix at the back of this booklet to help guide you and your child through 
making the option choices but if you have any questions, please direct them to me at the 
Academy via the info@oasisjohnwilliams.org email, titling your message FAO Mr. Coombes, 
Yr9 Options. 
 
Yours sincerely  

 
 
 
 

Paul Coombes     
Assistant Vice Principal    

mailto:info@oasisjohnwilliams.org
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Worked Example 
 

Option Block A Geography History 

 X  

 
A student chooses Geography and is guaranteed this subject as their first choice. 
 

Option Block B First Choice Reserve 

Geography   

History  X 

Religious Studies   

Spanish X  

GCSE PE   

Sports Science   

 
A student chooses Spanish as their first choice for option block B with History as their 
reserve. 
 

Option Block C First Choice Reserve 

Art   

3D Art   

Business Studies   

Drama X  

Food   

GCSE PE   

Sports Science   

Music  X 

Religious Studies   

Spanish   

Triple Science   

 
In option block C the student chooses Drama as their first choice and Music as their reserve. 
 

Option Block D First Choice Reserve 

Art   

3D Art   

Business Studies X  

Computer Science   

Drama   

Food  X 

Spanish   

 
In option block D the student chooses Business Studies as their first choice and Food as 
their reserve. 
 
 



 

Art 

3D Art 

Business Studies 

Computer Science 

Drama 

Food & Nutrition 

Geography 

History 

Music 

PE - GCSE 

PE - Sport Science 

Religious Studies 

Spanish 

Triple Science 



Art, craft and design
This qualification promotes learning across a 
variety of experiences and through various 
processes.
Students will study a skills-based art curriculum, 
which will allow them to express their creative 
imagination as well as providing them with 
opportunities to practise and develop mastery in 
the key processes of art: drawing, painting, 
printing, textiles and sculpture. This is supported 
through the studying of key artists and the 
development of a knowledge of their work.

The difference between Art, Craft and Design and 
3D art is there is more opportunity for drawing 
and painting but still opportunities for 3D and 
clay final pieces.

Craft &

AQA EXAM 
BOARD
60% 
Coursework

40% Exam



(3D ART) Three-dimensional design
Three-dimensional design is the design, 
modelling and making of sculptures. 

Students will study a range of artists and use 
these as inspiration for their own artwork. They 
will use their imagination and creativity to 
design their own sculptures inspired by the 
artists, creating design drawings and collages. 
They will learn how to create sculptures using 
the four main sculpting techniques: casting, 
carving, modelling and constructing. Students 
will have the opportunity to create sculptures 
using cardboard and glue guns, clay and 
plaster.

The difference between 3D art and Art, Craft 
and Design and is that the final outcomes in 3D 
art will be 3D sculptures, rather than drawings 
or paintings. 

3D Art

AQA EXAM 
BOARD
60% 
Coursework

40% Exam







Component 1-40% 
Devise, create and perform 

in a group 

Component 2-20% 
Perform a published script 

in a group 

Component 3-40% 
Written exam on a play we study 
and professional theatre we watch 







‘In history lies all the

Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-39

The American West, 1835-95
Anglo-Saxon and Norman England, 
1060-88

Medicine Through Time in Britain, 
1250-present
The British sector of the Western 
Front, 1914-18

There is not one history, but many versions, and as a 
history student you will build up a picture of the 
past and become skilled at interpreting the evidence 
that has been left behind. 

You will develop empathy and understanding of the 
lives of others as you study a wide variety of 
cultures and societies different to our own. 

Historians develop an understanding of the context 
and chronology of events in the past. They evaluate 
the causes and consequences of change and how it 
has been experienced, promoted, shaped, or 
resisted by different people at different times. 

They analyse the significance of events and become 
skilled in arguing, reasoning, discussion, and critical 
analysis. They are often effective communicators, 
with strong research, interpersonal, organisational, 
analytical, and intellectual skills.

WINSTON CHURCHILL

secrets of statecraft.’

‘We study history not be 
clever in another time, but 
to be wise always.’
CICERO









Religious Studies gives students the 
opportunity to explore and respond to 
questions about meaning, purpose, beliefs and 
values. Students will also gain an appreciation 
of how religion, philosophy and ethics form 
the basis of our culture. This will enable them 
to reflect on and develop their own attitude to 
ethical and religious issues. 
Religious Studies students will develop skills 
such as empathy, as they need to be able to 
understand responses to a variety of moral 
issues from different viewpoints other than 
their own. They will also develop analytical 
and critical thinking skills by looking at the 
relative merits of different arguments. 
Religious Studies students become skilled in 
arguing, reasoning and critical analysis of their 
beliefs and the beliefs of others around them. 

Paper 1: Philosophical and Ethical Issues in 
the Modern World includes:
 Prejudice and discrimination, Crime & 

Punishment, Extremism and Radicalisation, 
Good & Evil, Wealth and Poverty, Human 
Rights & Equality.

Paper 2: Christianity includes:
 The nature of God, Jesus Christ, Afterlife, 

Religious Festivals.

Paper 3: Islam includes:
 The nature of Allah, Prophets, Angels, 

Afterlife, Religious Festivals.

 Paper 1: Philosophical and Ethical Issues 
in the Modern World – 2 hours = 50%

 Paper 2: Christianity – 1 hour = 25%
 Paper 3: Islam – 1 hour = 25% 

Employers and educators today consider 

Religious Studies an important and valuable 

qualification as it provides students with a 

wide range of useful skills and an 

understanding of the world in which they live. 

Religious Studies graduates are to be found 

working in a wide range of jobs from law, 

public relations, business, politics, journalism 

and teaching. 

‘The beauty of religion is that it has 

the power to explain everything.’ 

Stephen King

‘Religion is as necessary to reason as 

reason is to religion. The one cannot exist 

without the other.’ George Washington 

‘Religion is the clearest telescope 

through which we can behold the 

beauties of creation.’ William Scott 

Downey

How will I be assessed? 

What will it give me? 

What will I study? 

Who is the course for? 







 


